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Amendments to the Claims: 

1-6. (Cancelled) 

7. (Currently Amended) A method of controlling a card r e ad e r which takes in a card 
having preventing fraudulent use of data read from a magnetic stripe of a card at a card 
ins e rtion port and roads data record e d on said magn e tic stripe by a magnetic h e ad , the method 
comprising: 

reading data recorded on the magnetic stripe by a magnetic head; 

saving said data road the read data for data transmission to a higher level apparatus; 

ullU 

starting a timer for detecting elapsing of a given time period, the given time period 
being determined so as to prevent fraudulent use of the read data; 

waiting for authorization for data transmission of the saved data to the higher level 
apparatus; and 

after starting the timer, when the saved data is not transmitted to the higher level 
apparatus within the given time period, making the , wh e r e in said saved data is mad e 
unavailable for reading aft e r a given tim e e lapses, wher e in th e giv e n tim e is determined to 
prev e nt fraudul e nt us e of th e data . 

8. (Currently Amended) A method of controlling a card r e ad e r which tak e s a card 
having preventing fraudulent use of data read from a magnetic stripe of a card at a card 
ins e rtion port into a card r e ad e r and r e ads data record e d on said magnetic strip e by a 
magn e tic h e ad , the method comprising: 

reading data recorded on the magnetic stripe by a magnetic head; 
saving and editing said data read the read data for data transmission to a higher level 
apparatus; 

starting a timer for detecting elapsing of a given time period, the given time period 
being determined so as to prevent fraudulent use of the read data; 

waiting for authorization for data transmission of the saved and edited data to the 
higher level apparatus; and 

after starting the timer, when the saved and edited data is not transmitted to the higher 
level apparatus within the given time period, making the saved and edited data , wherein said 
sav e d data and^or said e dited data are/is mad e unavailable for reading aft e r a given time 
e lap se s s o a s to pr e v e nt fraudul e nt us e of th e data . 
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9-11. (Cancelled) 

12. (New) The method according to claim 7, wherein the step of making the saved data 
unavailable for reading includes deleting the saved data. 

13. (New) The method according to claim 7, wherein the step of making the saved data 
unavailable for reading includes changing a flag which makes the saved data either available 
or unavailable for reading. 

14. (New) The method according to claim 13, wherein the step of changing a flag 
includes turning off the flag which makes the saved data available for reading. 

15. (New) The method according to claim 8, wherein the step of making the saved and 
edited data unavailable for reading includes deleting the saved and edited data. 

16. (New) The method according to claim 8, wherein the step of making the saved and 
edited data unavailable for reading includes changing a flag which makes the saved and 
edited data either available or unavailable for reading. 

17. (New) The method according to claim 16, wherein the step of changing a flag 
includes turning off the flag which makes the saved and edited data available for reading. 

18. (New) A method of preventing fraudulent use of data read from a magnetic stripe of a 
magnetic card by a card reader, the method comprising: 

reading data recorded on the magnetic stripe by a magnetic head located within the 
card reader for data transmission to a higher level apparatus, the magnetic card not being a 
part of the card reader; 

saving the read data; 

after the data is read, starting a timer in the card reader for a given time period, the 
given time period being determined so as to prevent fraudulent use of the data read from the 
magnetic stripe; and 

if the timer lapses, making the saved data unavailable for reading. 
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19. (New) The method according to claim 18, wherein the step of making the saved data 
unavailable for reading includes deleting the saved data. 

20. (New) The method according to claim 1 8, wherein the step of making the saved data 
unavailable for reading includes changing a flag which makes the saved data either available 
or unavailable for reading. 
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